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Necktie Beats Underwear For BotHtom Spot As
Worst Father’s Day Gift; Dads Want Dinner Out

Father’s Day and definitely don’t want a
necktie, according to the online survey. 1. What Dads Want

really want this Father’s Day is dinner out 1. Marshmallows were
with the family, an The survey shows : Flyin’

InteractiveDad.com that 36-percent of dads
poll shows. And the REM EMBER want to eat out with 4. Lower Gas Cost

gift that dads don’t the family for Father’s | ¢+ Father & Son
want? The necktie, Day and 25-percent Inventors
which beats out of dads say a tie is 3. Flag Etiquette
underwear for the e about the worst gift 1 4. Robo-Dad

bottom spot. they could receive. 2 1. Daniel Boone

TAMPA, FL. January 31 -- Most “?| think this survey will be eye-
dads want to dine out with family this opening for those who think they REGI...AR

Please see “What Dad iants” on page 23 F EA' u R Eg :
The Marshmallows Were Flyin’

Forget sports or electronics. What dads

l‘idPower 2007 ‘ h : By: Chris Joker 4q. Fam“y Finanece

was such a great construction. For 5. Father Knows Jest
- those of you who

success. With did not make the 6. Home Cure

thanks to our 7. Say What?

event but would like
sponsor The to construct your 9. Homeschooling

wﬁgnseulggﬁgg us own marshmallow i g' Double ta::l(

with the needed _shooter_complete 10. SUPER SU u
PV/C for our instructions are f 1. Family Pet Spot
marshmallow available through 1 5. Jr. Scientist

shooters, Family the familypastime. 1 6. Recipes

Pastime Magazine _ ) ) com Web’sne. Just 1 8. Family Fun Events
helped children make somewhere in click on the "how to” button. I"m pretty Calendar

the neighborhood of 600 marshmallow sure Home Depot has re-stocked their 19. Crossword Puzzle
shooters. 1 am still nursing blisters PVC. 20. Yucky News

from cutting all that PVVC. From ¥ you did not bring your family to 21. Crypto-Gram

10:00 to 2:00 it was non-stop shooter this event, be sure to keep in mind for 22. Word Search

Please see “Flying Marshmallows’” on page 12
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Visit Our Websi-l-e at:
www.familypastime.com

Enter Contesis

Advertise with

Family Pastime Magazine
Submit Content

Take Surveys

Read Past Issues

Play Games

Give Us Feedback

And More!

THE Magazine for the WHOLE Family

What? Youdon't have a WEBSITE??2?

You may be losing business if you do not have a website.
It’s a fact, more and more consumers are ONLY doing
business with companies that have websites.

Well, hitch up that horse and
buggy and let's get together
and plan a web strategy to
increase your sales.

» Web Design

Interactive CD-ROM
E'\' Business Cards

ForeE Full service

423.676.4323 computer graphics
www.renderforge.com

* Enchanted Garden Stone Tuesday, June 5 11am & 12pm $10.00
* Pirate Party! Thursday, June 7 11am & 12pm $10.00

* Color & Cuddle Bear Tuesday, June 12 11am & 12pm $10.00
* My Sticker Art Thursday, June 14 11am & 12pm $10.00

* Badgemaker Tuesday, June 19 11am & 12pm $10.00

* Oceans of Fun Kit Thursday, June 21 11am & 12pm $10.00
* Collage Farm Tuesday, June 26 11am & 12pm $10.00

* Paint a Kite Thursday, June 28 11am & 12pm $10.00

* Make Your Own Lip Balm Tuesday, July 3 11am & 12pm $10.00
* Design a Pet Thursday, July 5 11am & 12pm $10.00

+ To register stop in or call:
e - 3101 Brown's Mill Road
Ne (Next to Outback Steakhouse)
aos1o Johnson City, TN 37604 (423) 283-9578

Lizzie’s
Baskets, Gifts,and
Lawn Announcements
(423) 477- 8562

Congratulate your Graduate'

| Big Red Hearts
Pinwheel Flowers

Birthdays,
Over the Hill a“
! Graduation by d
i New Baby owne
_ame ® Anniversary

b Congratulations
= Just for Fun

WE LOVE 'IHU -
Ll

Pink Flammgoes

; ith ;
Sm1ley Faces A sign with a personalized

message is included with

Buzzards_ the lawn decorations.
Graduation Scrolls Call #(423-477-8562)
Silhouettes to reserve your
Bfg a3 [ “Lawn Announcement”
Storks taday!

Big "Xs" and "Os" (Hugs and Kisses)
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JUNE WEEKLY OBSERVANCES

® International Clothesline Week: 2-9

® National Headache Awareness Week: 3-8

® Black Single Parents Week: 3-9

® National Sun Safety Week: 3-9 Link

® National Business Etiquette Week: 4-10

® Telemarketing Awareness Week: 4-10

® Superman Week: 7-10

® Youth Cowboy Poetry Week: 8-11

® Take A Kid Fishing Weekend: 8-10

® National Automotive Service
Professionals Week: 10-16

® National Flag Week: 10-16

® Families in Business Week: 11-15

® Men's Health Week: 11-17 Link
® National History Days: 11-15 Link
® Youth Cowboy Poetry Gathering: 14-17
® Nursing Assistants Week: 14-21
® Fiddlers Week: 18-23
® International Letter Boxing Week: 18-24
® Meet A Mate Week: 18-24
® Appreciate Your Plumbing, Heating &
Cooling Professionals Week: 24-30
® Carpenter Ant Awareness Week: 24-30
® Fish Are Friends, Not Food!
Week: 26 - 7/2 Link
® National Prevention of Eye
Injuries Awareness: 28 -7/5

JUNE MONTHLY OBSERVANCES

® Adopt A Shelter Cat Month

® Cancer From The Sun Month

® Child Vision Awareness Month

® Children's Awareness Month

® Dairy Alternative Month

® Effective Communications Month

® Entrepreneurs “Do It
Yourself” Marketing Month

® Fireworks Safety Month

® International Accordion
Awareness Month

® International Childhood
Cancer Campaign Month

® International Men's Month

® Dairy Month

® Lane Courtesy Month

® Perennial Gardening Month

® Turkey Lovers Month

® Learn French Month
® National Aphasia Awareness Month
® National Candy Month
® National Ice Tea Month
® National Rivers Month
® National Rose Month
® National Safety Month
® National Soul Food Month
® National Steakhouse Month
® Pharmacists Declare War
on Alcoholism Month
® Potty Training Awareness Month
® Professional Wellness Month
® Rebuild Your Life Month
® Sports America Kids Month
® Student Safety Month
® Vision Research Month
® World Infertility Month

REALLY HARD
g “ b o K “ Instructions on page 21

#  DAD DICTIONARY &

2 6|3

® Defense: What you’d
better have around de yard

8 2

if you’re going to let the
children play outside.

® Drooling: How teething
4 babies wash their chins.

® Dumbwaiter: One who
asks if the kids would

care to order dessert.
5 ® Family planning: The art of

spacing children the proper
distance apart to keep you on

the edge of financial disaster
2 lll ®Feedback: The inevitable

result when the baby
3 doesn't appreciate the
strained carrots.

(?mmﬁﬂvmm&ﬁmuemm
THE magazine for the WHOLE family

Publishers and Editors
Chris Joker and Floyd Bailey

Advertising Sales:

Floyd Bailey 423.773.3064

Chris Joker 423.676.4323

How to contact us

E-mail: editor@familypastime.com

To submit items for consideration please e-mail to
editor@familypastime.com

Or mail them to:

Family Pastime Magazine

P.O. Box 3161

Johnson City, TN 37602

Thank you for your support

Family Pastime Magazine is published
monthly in Tri-Cities, TN., U.S.A. Distribution of
this magazine does not constitute an endorsement
of information, products or services. \We reserve
the right to reject any advertisement or listing,
which is not in keeping with the publication’s
standards. Although every precaution has been
taken to ensure the accuracy of published
material, we cannot be held responsible for
opinions ex-pressed or facts applied by authors.
Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
Family Pastime Magazine. In no event
shall unsolicited material subject this publication
to any claim for holding fees or other charges.
Family Pastime Magazine reserves all rights.
Reproduction in whole or in part without written
permission is prohibited.
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Basic Subscription Rate:
For a mere $17, we will request
that a uniformed government
employee hand deliver the next 12
Issues to a mailbox near you.

Send payment to:

Family Pastime Magazine

P.O. Box 3161 Johnson City, TN

37602-3161
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Investing for Kids? Keep These Dates in Mind

s you have young children or grandchildren,
you may want to start investing for them

— and you should. As you invest, however,
you’ll need to keep a couple of key dates in
mind — because they can make a difference in
your family’s tax situation and your control of
your child’s or grandchild’s assets.

One important date to remember is the day
your child or grandchild turns 17 — because
that’s the last year he or she will be
affected by the “kiddie tax.” ¢‘v
The kiddie tax applies O

to unearned income &
— typically from 0
investments held in the “
child’s name — above

an annual threshold, which in
2007 is $1,700. Of that $1,700,
the first $850 of earnings is tax-free, but the
next $850 will be taxed at the child’s rate,
which is typically 10%. Any income above
that $1,700 will be taxed at your rate, which
could be as high as 35%.

However, while your child’s or grandchild’s
tax rate may be 10%, it doesn’t necessarily
mean that every investment that generates
$850 in earnings will be taxed at that same
rate. For example, a child will pay only a 5%

Financial p

tax rate on income from most types of stock
dividends. (At least, that’s the case for now;
Congress is considering legislation that would
subject that $850 — or whatever the future
amount may be — to the 10% rate, no matter
what the source of the income.)

O the other hand, if a child invests in
growth stocks — those that generally don’t
pay dividends — he or she won’t generate
significant
unearned

00 income

until
% after the
shares
are
sold. So, if
you and your
offspring follow a “buy and hold” strategy
with these stocks until the child is at least
18, he or she would have to pay only the
capital gains tax, which is currently just 5%
for people in the 10% tax bracket. (This rate
drops to zero for the years 2008 through
2010, but the proposed legislative changes
would deny this rate drop to children.)

Once your child or grandchild turns 18, he
or she will no longer be affected by the kiddie

tax.

The age of 18 is also important if you’ve been
investing for your children or grandchildren
through either the Uniform Gift to Minors Act
(UGMA) or the Uniform Transfer to Minors Act
(UTMA). Essentially, UGMA/UTMA allows
you to fund an account for a child, but limit

the child’s access to the account until he or she
reaches the age of majority — either 18 or 21

in most states. The child own the account, but
you are named as custodian, and you control the
account until the child is no longer a minor. At
that point, the custodial relationship ends and the
child assumes control over the account.

n other words, once the child is 18 (or 21),
there’s no guarantee that he or she will use the
money for college, as you may have intended. If
you really want to put all your child’s investment
money into a fund designed strictly for college,
you might want to consider an alternative.

I any case, if you’ve got investments
earmarked for your children or grandchildren, be
aware of the changes that will occur once they
turn 17, 18 or 21. Those years can be challenging

enough without any financial “surprises.” FPT
Provided By: Lyndsey Wortman Edward Jones Investment Representative

Drive Your Motor Vehicle Costs Down this Summer

There’s nothing like
the freedom of hitting
the open road during
the summer. The Travel
Industry Association
reported that Americans
will take nearly 330
million trips during June,
July and August, with
auto travel accounting

i for eight out of 10 trips.
With so many people

' enjoying the freedom of
| road trips this driving

4 season, it’s important

to start thinking about and
planning ahead for them. And
with eighty-one percent of
Americans saying that they are
interested in doing anything
they can to stretch their fuel
budgets, according to a survey
conducted on behalf of Shell
Oil Products, here are some tips
from Shell on how to stretch

your driving dollar:
® Drive smoothly. Avoid heavy
acceleration or braking.
Speeding, rapid acceleration and
braking can lower your gasoline
mileage by 5 percent at lower

speeds around town, and by 33
percent at higher highway speeds.

® Replace dirty or clogged air
filters. Replacing a dirty or
clogged air filter with a clean one
can improve gasoline mileage
by as much as 10 percent.
Your car’s air filter can protect
your engine from impurities.

® Keep your engine well-tuned and
repair any problems immediately.
If your car has failed an emissions
test or is noticeably out of tune,
repairing the problem could
improve your gasoline mileage
by 4 percent on average.

® Make sure your tires are at the

Please see “Lower Fuel costs”” on page 23
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By Ohris Joker

Wiith all the emphasis on being P.C.
(Politically correct) and not prejudice |
am really surprised we have not heard
anything about what | can only describe
as “Milkists” or more to the point “Milkist
Scum!” These milkists scumbags are
everywhere and seem to be allowed to
spread their special form of prejudice
with impunity. If you have ever purchased
milk at a grocery store | am certain you
have run into your share of milkist scum.
The thing about them is they seem to be
totally unaware of their actions and | feel,
since it is pretty much universal that they
are actually trained that being a milkist is
O.K. In fact, dare | say it, encouraged” by
their managers. Here’s how it works, you
take your milk to the register, the checker
rings it up and then the bagger (this may
be the actual checker or someone working
in tandem with the checker) will ask you,
almost 100% of the time, “Do you want
your milk in a bag?” On the surface this
may seem harmless but think about it

is, they only ask about the milk. They
never ask if you want your Wheaties in a
bag. They never ask about your corndogs
or ho-hos. Just the milk. Right off I’'m
intimidated because frankly, | never

gave it much thought and now | am stuck
having to make a decision without proper
information on why | might want or not
want my milk in a bag. After being put
on the spot once too often | developed a
strategy. This strategy takes the pressure
off of me and putts it back on this milkist
bagger. | simply reply, “What ever you
think is best.” This usually elicits a look
of contempt from the milkist scum bagger.
They give me that look like | really should
know what is best for my own milk. |
don’t know. Why is the milk special? Did
the other grocery items get together and
decide that they should be segregated

Milkist Scum!

from the milk? Come to think of at
least with me it IS always “WHITE”
milk. Maybe | have this all wrong;
maybe this white milk decided IT
was too good to be mixed with
the other groceries (Note to self;
buy chocolate milk and see what
happens). In either case | feel

this is just wrong. After years of
suffering milk baggage indecision

| came up with a plan. | would
force the baggers to accept each
grocery item on its own merit. This is fun
and good for our society as a whole. Try
it yourself. Here’s how it works. When
you get to the checker be sure to put your
milk on the conveyer belt first and leave
enough space to force the checker to ring
it up first (this is key). Now your milk
will be the first item to reach the milkist
bagger. He/she will then ask you “Do

you want your milk in a bag?” Casually, as
if with no thought at all respond, “yes”
Now comes the second item, let’s just
say it’s coffee. The milkist checker will
automatically put the coffee in a bag. As
he/she does this say, “l don’t think | want
my coffee in a bag.” After the initial
confusion the bagger will cooperate.

Next item, cereal, let the checker put

it in a bag. Next item, canned beans

(4 cans) as they automatically put the
first can in a bag say, “l don’t want that
can in a bag. “Next can, pick it up and
look it over then say, “Yes, | think | will
have this one in a bag.” Keep this up for
every item, some in a bag some not in a
bag. At some point say, “you know what

I would like is if you could put the potato
chips in the bag for about 30 seconds and
then take it out of the bag that would

be great.” Maybe a few items later say,
“0.K. I’m thinking | want the peanut
butter in the bag with the beans for
about 10 seconds and then | want you to
move it into the bag with the milk (ooh

in the bag with the milk, this wil drive
them crazy).” For the past few months |
have done this every time | go shopping.

I honestly don’t think | am
getting through to these
milkist checkers. Instead
of embracing the value of
each grocery product on
its own merit they have
been avoiding me. It’s
gotten to the point that
| can’t get anyone to
bag my groceries for
me. Several of the
grocery stores have
“suggested” that |

use the self-checker
isle. I had a real issue
with that until | sat down with the store
manager and worked out an employee
discount deal. Seriously, if | am ringing
up and bagging my own groceries | am
pretty much an employee and should get
the standard employee discount. | got
it. I’m still working on health benefits
but I think they are about to cave. And
don’t think just because | am checking
myself out | am not spreading the good
word of grocery item equality. As | bag
my groceries at the self-check out |
loudly say, “OH, IT’S MY MILK, | THINK

| WILL PUT IT IN A BAG WITH ALL MY
OTHER GROCERIES.” | know some less
enlightened people with think I’'m crazy
but | am working for the greater good
and, after all, many people thought

the guy who invented Wedgie-proof
underwear was crazy but thanks to his
hard work and perseverance, High School
nerds around the world can now travel
the halls of their school secure in the
knowledge that they will not be another
senseless wedgie victim. So join me and
the next time a bagger asks if you “want
your milk in a bag” proudly respond, “You
know, | think | would actually like my milk
in a bucket, and maybe you can put the
cheese and broccoli in there with it.”
SEMPER BUY! FPT

www. mybusinesshasnowebsite.com
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N doubt about it bee stings are very
painful. No matter the species of bee, the
spot it stings will feel red and swollen. But
all bees are not the same, and neither is their
method of stinging.

"oneybees, which have a fuzzy, golden brown
body, sting only once and then die. That’s
because their stingers remain embedded in your
skin.

wasps and hornets can sting repeatedly
because they have smooth stingers that can
exit pierced skin easily. Wasps and hornets
are shiny, and their thorax (middle section) is
characteristically slim.

Yellowjackets resemble wasps and can also
sting repeatedly. Don’t smash them, because
when destroyed, their venom sac releases a
chemical that incites other yellow jackets to
attack.

® Severe reactions are very dangerous.
These are some of the severe
reaction symptoms to look for:

® Difficulty in Breathing

® Dizziness

® Anxiety

® Speedy Heartbeat

® Nausea, Cramps and Vomiting

® Abdominal Cramps

® Shock

® Headaches

0 you experience any of these, seek
medical attention. Otherwise, Basically
you have three things to do when you
get a bee sting...

1. Extract the stinger
(Scrape it out rather than
pull it out. One of the best
ways to remove a stinger
and avoid any additional
pain is to “scrape” it out of
the skin with a credit card, a
knife or a long fingernail)
2. Clean the wound

3. Find relief

Try these to find
relief:

Wash the area carefully with water and soap to
heal the wound.

' ou can use an ice pack to cover the wound to
prevent any swelling and inflammation.

vou can make a paste of baking soda and water
to be applied on the wound. Keep it for 15 to 20
minutes.

Dabbing small amount of household ammonia on
the wound can provide relief.

Rubbing granulated sugar on the affected area
can help you get rid of the scar.

Apply a mixture of 1 tsp lavender essential oil
and 1 TBS vegetable oil directly on wound except
around the eyes.

Place a raw onion on the wound to draw the
poison from the wound.

Apply the juice of jewelweed on the wound to
get proper benefit to lessen itching and burning.

Rub wet aspirin on the wound it will negate the
burning and inflammatory sensations.

A paste of vinegar, baking soda and meat
tenderizer on the wound helps get relief.

Dab apple cider vinegar as soon as you remove
the stinger. It prevents swelling and spreading of
poison.

thyme and rosemary mixed with vinegar are
also very good to relieve pain.

A plant called the plantain. (Plantago major
(broad leaf) and Plantago lanceolata (long
leafed or English plantain--a common “weed”

found anywhere where soil has been disturbed.
You’ll recognize it growing in the cracks of your
neighborhood sidewalks.

Pick a few leaves of plantain from a clean
source. Try to gather it away from the side of the
road. Also away from places where chemicals are
sprayed. Chew the leaves up keeping the plant
matter and saliva in the FRONT of your mouth. Spit
it on your bee or wasp sting site.

Hold it on the sting site for a few minutes until
you feel relief. Repeat if necessary.

take an antihistamine. Benadryl or another
nonprescription antihistamine will ease swelling
and pain in adults. An antihistamine containing
cough syrup such as Benylin works better for
children.

Apply toothpaste to the wound. It’s been
suggested that the glycerin found in most
toothpastes dries out the venom concentrated
under the sting area or the alkaline toothpaste
neutralizes the acid in the bee’s venom.

to avoid bee stings, don’t mess with bees. Also
dress plain, not flashy. Bees are attracted to
brightly colored clothing particularly floral prints
and dark colors. Wearing white, khaki and other
light colors is a good way to keep bees away.
Don’t smell sweet. The sweet smell of flowers isn’t
the only fragrance that attracts bees. Wearing
perfume or aftershave may entice bees to come
your way. Most experts agree that you should skip
the refined scents if you know you’re venturing
into bee filled territory.

NOTICE: “Home Cures” are meant as suggestions on ways to deal with common health issues. We make no guarantee
that they work or that they are without side effects. Please consult your physician before attempting any of these
suggestions. Send a “Home Cure” that works your family to homecure@familypastime.com or Family Pastime Home Cure
P.O. Box 3161, Johnson City, TN 37602-3161
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“Qool As

e a cumber”

What it
means: Very

calm and in control of your

emotions. If someone is as

cool as a cucumber, they don’t

get worried by anything. You are

emphasizing that they are very calm
and relaxed, especially when you would not

expect them to be so.

Where it came from:

1P
N ¢

Qag WHAT?2?

inside of a field of cucumbers on a warm day registers
about 20 degrees cooler than the outside air.

This
idiom may be based on

the fact that in hot
weather the inside of
cucumbers actually

remains cooler than the
air around them. It
took scientists with
thermometers until
1970 to discover
that cucumbers are
actually cool, so
much so that the

N

lthe belief is ancient, but it was first put on
paper by Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher

in their play ‘Cupid’s Revenge’ (1610), when
they referred to certain women “as cold as
cucumbers.” The metaphor describes anyone
self-possessed and unemotional. Cucumber, which
derives from the Latin cucumir, was considered
‘bookish” and commonly pronounced cowcumber
in England in the early 19th century. Roman
Emperor Tiberius is said to have enjoyed the
“fruits’ so much that he ordered them served to
him everyday. Which meant that they had to be
grown in greenhouses out of season.

Father & Son Team Invent
New String Trimmer Head

Most Americans have spent at least a
few frustrating hours attempting to use
a string trimmer to groom those areas
of the lawn that mowers just
won’t get. The difficulty of
winding spools and the all-
to-often broken trimmer line
have plagued these weekend
warriors for decades. Better
Heads LLC (http://www.
betterheadsllc.com), a new
player in the aftermarket
trimmer head industry, has
recently introduced the
PIVOTRIM - the “next
generation” in user-
friendly string trimmer
head design.

The patented technology

was unveiled to retailers last May at the
2006 National Hardware Show in Las
Vegas and was met with rave reviews.
Less than 9 months later, the PIVOTRIM
is available on the shelves of over 3000
locations in the US including Wal-Mart
and other local hardware stores.

The new PIVOTRIM replacement head,
designed to fit all gas-powered trimmers,

."
uu.-

us -'-"‘"

incorporates a simple yet highly effective
pivot design that eliminates broken lines.
The father & son team of Dave and Mike
Wiatts from Pearland, TX
developed this product
after years of frustration
with current tools for
trimming their lawns.

““Once we had a
working prototype we

_.f-:_,r L1

£ Trees

would make people’s
lives better. We quit
our jobs, mortgaged our
houses, and began work
on bringing this solution
to the market,” says
Dave, VP of Operations.
“We ran the PIVOTRIM head along a
chain link fence and the lines would not
break off. We tested every other head on
the market with the same line and every
one would end up breaking in just a
matter of seconds.”

The difference is the pivoting attachment
point for the lines. On all other trimmers
the nylon string exits the head at a fixed
point. During normal operation of

the trimmer the line bends back and
forth thousands of times, heating and
weakening the nylon and eventually
causing it to break. The PIVOTRIM
allows the line to pivot at the attachment
point when it strikes an object such as a
fence, rock, or concrete.

What’s more is it there is no special
line to buy and the string loads in just
seconds. The PIVOTRIM holds up to
4 double lines, installs quickly with no
tools, and can easily run for 4-6 hours
without changing lines. And it comes
with a 100% Satisfaction Guarantee.

knew that this technology FpT

-4
sunoxu toodium
Instructions on page 21
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The Day $hay Played Baseball

Every day | am inundated with bad jokes,
stories and SPAM in my e-mail. Every once
in a while | get a story that moves me. This is
such a story and | feel compelled to share it
with you:

A fundraising dinner for a school
that serves learning-disabled children,
the father of one of the students
delivered a speech that would never
be forgotten by those attended. After
extolling the school and its dedicated
staff, he offered a question: “When not
interfered with by outside influences,
everything nature does is done with
perfection. Yet my son, Shay, cannot
learn things as other children do. He
cannot understand things as other
children do. Where is the natural order
of things in my son?”

The audience was stilled by the query.
The father continued. “I believe, that
when a child like Shay, physically

and mentally handicapped comes into
the world, an opportunity to realize
true human nature presents itself, and
it comes in the way other people treat
that child.” Then he told the following
story:

$hay and his father had walked past a
park where some boys Shay knew were
playing baseball. Shay asked, “Do you
think they’ll let me play?” Shay’s father
knew that most of the boys would not
want someone like Shay on their team,
but the father also understood that if his
son were allowed to play, it would give
him a much-needed sense of belonging
and some confidence to be accepted by
others in spite of his handicaps.

Shay’s father approached one of
the boys on the field and asked (not
expecting much) if Shay could play.

The boy looked around for guidance
and said, “We’re losing by six runs and
the game is in the eighth inning. | guess
he can be on our team and we’ll try to
put him in to bat in the ninth inning.”

Qhay struggled over to the team’s
bench and, with a broad smile, put on

a team shirt. His Father watched with a
small tear in his eye and warmth in his
heart. The boys saw the father’s joy at
his son being accepted. In the bottom of
the eighth inning, Shay’s team scored a
few runs but was still behind by three.
In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put
on a glove and played in the right field.
Even though no hits came his way, he
was obviously ecstatic just to be in the
game and on the field, grinning from ear
to ear as his father waved to him from
the stands. In the bottom of the ninth
inning, Shay’s team scored again. Now,
with two outs and the bases loaded, the
potential winning run was on base and
Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

A: this juncture, do they let Shay bat
and give away their chance to win the
game? Surprisingly, Shay was given

the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was
all but impossible because Shay didn’t
even know how to hold the bat properly,
much less connect with the ball.
However, as Shay stepped up to the
plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the
other team was putting winning aside
for this moment in Shay’s life, moved
in a few steps to lob the ball in softly

so Shay could at least make contact.
The first pitch came and Shay swung
clumsily and missed. The pitcher again
took a few steps forward to toss the ball
softly towards Shay. As the pitch came
in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow

ground ball right back to the pitcher.

The game would now be over. The
pitcher picked up the soft grounder and
could have easily thrown the ball to the
first baseman. Shay would have been out
and that would have been the end of the
game. Instead, the pitcher threw the ball
right over the first baseman’s head, out of
reach of all team mates. Everyone from
the stands and both teams started yelling,
“Shay, run to first! Run to first!” Never in
his life had Shay ever run that far, but he
made it to first base. He scampered down
the baseline, wide-eyed and startled.
Everyone yelled, “Run to second, run

to second!” Catching his breath, Shay
awkwardly ran towards second, gleaming
and struggling to make it to the base. By
the time Shay rounded towards second
base, the right fielder had the ball ... the
smallest guy on their team who now had
his first chance to be the hero for his
team. He could have thrown the ball to
the second-baseman for the tag, but he
understood the pitcher’s intentions so he,
too, intentionally threw the ball high and
far over the third-baseman’s head. Shay
ran toward third base deliriously as the
runners ahead of him circled the bases
toward home. All were screaming, “Shay,
Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay” Shay
reached third base because the opposing
shortstop ran to help him by turning him
in the direction of third base, and shouted,
“Run to third! Shay, run to third!” As
Shay rounded third, the boys from both
teams, and the spectators, were on their
feet screaming, “Shay, run home! Run
home!” Shay ran to home, stepped on the
plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit
the grand slam and won the game for his
team.

“That day”, said the father softly with

Please see “Shay” on page 9
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How Do | start??

My name is Kim and | want to begin
Homeschooling my daughter and |

have no idea how to begin this exciting
(and somewhat intimidating) venture!
Fortunately my mother in-law saw your
article in the Family Pastime Magazine
April issue and passed it on to me. |
was thrilled to have a potential “link” to
how | am supposed to register my child
as a Homeschooler as well as someone
who understands the legalities involved.
I have spoken with a few people who
KNOW homeschooling families;
however, their information seems vague
and, quite honestly, they may as well be
speaking a foreign language!!

My daughter will be going into 3rd
grade. After three years of some very
negative experiences with her Elementary
school...it is most important to us to
“salvage” her self-esteem and create a
new love for learning (she says every
morning how much she hates school...
which is a bit disturbing considering she
is only 7 years old)!

b you can help point me in the right
direction, offer some advice, or know
where | can get in touch with local
homeschool organizations | would be
MOST grateful!! As her 2nd grade year
comes to a close, | really feel the “push”
to have all my ducks in a row.

Thank you so much!
Sincerely, Kim
Dear Kim -

You have hit the nail on the head. If
your children don’t love to learn, what is
the point of an education beyond today’s
test?

Creating a love for learning is what
most homeschool families enjoy the
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most. A love of learning is built,
nurtured and grown. It takes time,
experience, enthusiasm and a safe
environment. When you are struggling
with a child who has survived some
negative experiences, you are probably
wondering if you can homeschool, what
the best solutions are and if you can
figure it out in time.

To read up on the legalities of
homeschooling, please check the

Family Pastime article from Sept 2006
on page 9, where you will find basic
information on local and state. Go to
www.familypastime.com and the